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'D BE 
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THAT 
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WE CALL 
HIM THE 
COOK. HE'S 
PRETTY 
NEW 
"ROUND 
HERE. 


GOES HE 
USED T’'BE 


LI'L FIVE 
STAR OVER 
THERE SURE 
KNOWS HIS 
WAY 'ROUND 
A SPATULA, 
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HE'S GREAT. 
ANYTHIN’ 
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I DON'T 
KNOW.” 
BULLSHIT! 
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THAT THING 
UP THERE! IT 
WAS WORKERS 
LIKE US WHAT 
BUILT THE DAMN 
THING! WITH OUR 
OWN HANDS! 


I TELL YA, 
THERE AIN'T 
AN HONEST 

SOUL ALIVE IN 
OUR GOV'MENT 
TODAY! 


'N WHEN 
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YOU HAVE 
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IT ALL 
TOGETHER 
TO SEE HOW 
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FEELING. 


MY BUDDY 
SAID THE 
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SOUNDS 
ABOUT 
RIGHT. 
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MOOD |S 
HARDER 
TO FIGURE 
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THIS "CAR 
GUY" BEEN 
FREQUENTING 
THIS PARK? 


I THINK 
HE'S ONE 
OF THEM 
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LIKE FROM 
BACK 'N 

TH'DAY. 
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WORKED 
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HE TOLD 
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A SCHOOL- 
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HE WAS AN 
ILLUSTRA- 
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COMPULSIVE 
LIAR, MAKE 
NO MISTAKE. 


JUST 
LOOK 
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SEE HOW 
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SCURRIES 
BACK TO 
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KNOW WHY HE 
PARKED HIS CAR 


OVER THERE? 
HE'S SCARED OF 
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IF HE SPENDS 
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IN OWR WORLD. 
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EVERY DAY 
‘ROUND THIS TIME, 
HE TAKES OFF FER 
AN HOUR OR TWO 

T'GOD-KNOWS- 
WHERE, THEN 
COMES RIGHT 


ALWAYS 
COMES BACK 
W'THAT 
SATISFIED 
GRIN ON HIS 


THAT'S MY 
GUESS 
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VISITIN’ 
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HANDLE A 
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I KNOW, 

I KNOW. 
"HOMELESS" 
ENCAPSULATES 
A VARIETY OF 
EXPERIENCES. 


BUT LET'S 
KEEP IT 
SIMPLE, 

SHALL WE? 


THERE'S 
A CERTAIN 
JOB I'D 
LIKE YOU 
TO DO FOR 
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SWEAR, SOUNDS SUPER 
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A DEAL! 
FOR REAL! 


IT'S NOT 
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FROM ACTUAL 
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AND I WON'T 
HURT THE 
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IT WON'T START 
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LOOK, MAN. 
WHAT'S 
THERE TO 
GAIN FROM 
A CRAZY 
EXPERIMENT 
LIKE THIS? 


PUT 
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I SWEAR. 
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WHY I HAVE 
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OTHER... 
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FULL OF 
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TOGETHER. 
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A GUY LIKE 
YOU, PERFECTLY 
SANDWICHED 
BETWEEN THE 
TWO... WHY, 
YOU'RE JUST 
PERFECT. 
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SORRY, BUT 
I'M NOT 
PARTICIPATING 
IN YOUR WEIRD 
LITTLE HOBBY. 


A LITTLE I'M NOT EVEN 
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ROUGHING 


IT FOR THE 
EXPERIENCE, SO 
I TOOK SOME 
VACATION DAYS. 
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THE LEFT 
SIDE OF YOUR 
MOUTH GOES 

UP WHEN 
YOu LIE, YOU 

KNOW. 
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I'D FOUND 
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PERFECT 
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YOU THINK 
WE'D BE 
SLEEPIN’ 
ON THE 
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AMOUNT TO 
A BUCKET 
OF SPIT. 


COURSE, THERE 
ARE SOME GUYS 
WHO TRY AN’ 
SCRAPE TOGETHER 
A LITTLE SOME- 
THIN’-SOMETHIN’. 
BE IT BY CRUSHIN’ 
CANS, GATHERIN’ 
BOOKS, SCALPIN’ 
TICKETS... 


SELL OUR- 
SELVES. 


YER 
IDENTITY, 
OR YER 
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FIND THE RIGHT 
BUYER, YER 
IDENTITY COULD 
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WHY DON'T 
WE REST IN 

THE HOTEL 
FOR A WHILE? 
MAYBE GRAB 
A BITE TO EAT 
WHILE WE'RE 
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I DON'T 
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DOESN'T, 
ANYWAY? 


THE 
FOOD'S 
MORE 
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AS FOR YOUR 
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THE COST OF 
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MAKE SURE ANY 
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ADDED TO YOUR 
DRIVING RECORD 
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NO NEED 
TO PAY ME 
BACK. CALL IT 
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EXPERIMENT 
WILL SPAN 
A TOTAL OF 
TEN DAYS, 
STARTING 
WITH THE DAY 
WE DRILL. 


JUST BE 
FRANK WITH 
ME ABOUT 
ONE THING 


wasesaay 


28 


une :> 


WHO THE 


os 
w 
$3 
=P 


~ 
te 
Zz 
(as 
= 
e 
= 
HW 


TWO.e 


T. 


AND A 
MEDICAL 
STUDEN 


WHICH 


MAKES MY DAD'S 
ME WHAT A BIG SHOT AT 
YOU'D CALL THIS HUGE 
A “SPOILED NEUROSURGERY 
TRUST FUND CLINIC... 


KID.” 


I'M 
SURPRISED A 
MED SCHOOL 

LETS YOU 
DRESS LIKE 


AS FOR MY 


I CAN 


HAIR AND 
CLOTHES, a eae 
TAKE MY 
WELL...I CAN PIERCINGS | 
plage kas OUT IF I ( 
DEPENDS ON NAN: \" 
THE PROF. 


AND THESE 
TATS ARE 
JUST 


NONE OF 
THEM ARE 
REAL, 
UNFORTU- 
NATELY. 


AND YOU 
DON'T THINK 
OH, I'D BE IT'S A LITTLE 
IN A WORLD DICEY FOR 
OF TROUBLE A MED 
AT SCHOOL STUDENT TO 
Sone Cue BE DRILLING 
HOLES IN 
NO DOUBT. RANDOM 
PEOPLE'S 
SKULLS? 


- r TREPANA- 
CONSENTING ! 
ADULT. I TION ISN'T 


DOUBT T'LL : : fue aw 


HAVE ANY 
PROBLEMS. 
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ALL I 
WANT IS 
TO LEARN 

ABOUT 

HUMAN 
BEINGS. 


BESIDES, EVEN 
IF MY SCHOOL 
BLACKLISTED 
ME FROM 
THE MEDICAL 
INDUSTRY, IT'S 
NOT LIKE I'D 


I'VE BEEN 

STUDYING HUMANS 

FOR A LONG TIME 
NOW, FROM AS MANY 
PERSPECTIVES AS I 
CAN FIND. MEDICINE, 

PSYCHOLOGY, 

SPIRITUAL WOO-WO0O 

NONSENSE...EVEN 
THE SUPERNATURAL 


, TO ME, 

CAN TAKE AAR, DOCTOR 
IT OFF NN Is JUST 
| LIKE THIS 

WHENEVER Ke 7H 


COMPARED TO 
THAT, THIS 
EXPERIMENT, 
THIS “TREPA- 
NATION,” IS 
FAR MORE 
INTERESTING. 
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ALREADY 
KNOW? 
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COULD YOU 
TELL ME A 
YOURSELF 


YOUR 
NAME |S 
NAKOSHI 
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YOU'RE 
CURRENTLY 
HOMELESS, 
BUT AT ONE 
POINT, YOU 
REGULARLY 
PATRONIZED 
THIS HOTEL. 
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YOU'RE 
A LIAR. 
THAT'S ALL 
I KNOW. 
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MY FULL 
NAME IS 
NAKOSHI 
THIRTY- SUSUMU. 
FOUR 


YEARS 
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FOR THE 
PAST TWO 
WEEKS, I'VE 
BEEN LIVING 
OUT OF MY 
CAR... 


RIGHT 
AT THE 
MIDPOINT 
BETWEEN 
THE PARK 
AND THIS 
FANCY 


THAT'S 

ALL YOU 

NEED TO 
KNOW. 
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i CET 
PLAN THE 
TREPANATION 
FOR 
TOMORROW. 
PLEASE 
STAY 
HERE 
TONIGH 
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MANY 


WHAT'S 
THAT 
STUFF 
UNDER 
YOUR 
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HA 
tif it 


BUT IT’S 
JUST 
FOR 


wT 


I'VE 
GOT YOU 
COVERED. 
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NO, IT WAS 
FOR SALE. 
MY FATHER ARE YOU 
BOUGHT IT » a RENTING 
a a ne THIS 
PLACE? 


Wow. 
You 
REALLY 
ARE A 
RICH KID. 
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| Methods of Self-Hypnosis 
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LL DO 
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CHANGE 
INTO THIS 
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BUT I'LL BE 
USING A DRILL 
TO OPEN THE 

HOLE, SO THERE 
WILL BE SOME... 
HOW TO PUT IT... 
VIBRATION. IT'LL 
BE EXTREMELY 
LOUD. BuT, 
WHATEVER YOU 
DO, DON’T 
MO 


I'LL GIVE 
YOU AN 
ANESTHETIC, 
SO YOU 
| WON'T FEEL 
ANY PAIN... 


FORTY 
MINUTES. 


WE 
WOULDN'T 
WANT TO 
PUNCTURE 
YOUR 
CEREBRAL 
MEMBRANE. 


V4 


ANY I'VE 
QUESTIONS PREPPED 
FIRST? THE ANES- 
THETIC. 


YOU'RE 
SURE THIS 


UNLIKE 
LOBOTOMIES AND 
BRAIN SURGERY, 

TREPANATION 
ONLY PENETRATES 
AS FAR AS THE 

SKULL, NOT 
THROUGH TO THE 
INTERIOR OF THE 
BRAIN. 


THERE'S EVEN AN 
ORGANIZATION IN 
THE NETHERLANDS 
CALLED ITAG THAT 
ADVOCATES FOR 
TREPANATION. 


SOME 
PEOPLE 
DRILL 
HOLES IN 
THEIR OWN 
SKULLS... 


WHILE 
OTHERS 
HAVE 
FRIENDS 
DO IT FOR 


YOU'RE 
ree 
UT LET M 
buesé..you \|| PROCEDURE 
HAVE ZERO DONE BY A 
PRACTICAL DOCTOR'S 
EXPERIENCE. SON. 


A MEDICAL 
EXAM BY 


I COULD PASS 
CERTIFICATION 
THE TIME TI 


GRADUATED 
HIGH SCHOOL. 


THIS 

AND SURGERY HAS 

PERFORMED a Feces 
gece NEOLITHIC 
PERIOD... 


Ant CTT et at 


TO BE 
COMPLETELY 
FRANK, THE 

AVERAGE 
DOCTOR'S 

SKILLS PALE IN 
COMPARISON 

TO MY OWN. 
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FIRST, 
‘M GOING 


TO CUT A 
SEMICIRCLE 


INTO YOUR 
SCALP WITH 
A SCALPEL 
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LE ee 


“ld 


hf 
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Mi 


Now I'M 
GOING TO USE 
THE DRILL 
TO OPEN THE 


IF YOU 
SCREW UP 
AND TI WIND 

UP DEAD, 
FINE. BUT... 


STATE, THEN 
JUST...KILL ME. 
OKAY? 
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IS THERE 
REALLY A 
HOLE IN MY 
SKULL RIGHT 
NOW? 


HERE. 
TAKE A 
PAINKILLER, 
JUST TO 
BE SAFE. 


AH, RIGHT. 
ONCE THE 
ANESTHETIC 
WEARS OFF, 
YOU MAY 
START TO 
FEEL SOME 
SLIGHT PAIN. 
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Bowe 


HOW 
ARE YOU 
FEELING? |A 


DO YOU 
THINK YOU'VE 
DEVELOPED 
ANY CHANGES? 
ANYTHING 
NEW? 


\ 
N LIKE... 
Ny 


A SIXTH 
SENSE, 
PERHAPS? 
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AS IF 
WHEN 
PIGS FLY, 

YBE.. 


LA rd THIS 

Bs ae PLACE 

INTEREST, NOT 

OUT OF SOME et 
OBSES SION” oat 
WITH THe = 
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WHY WOULD 
OPENING A 
HOLE IN YOUR 
SKULL BE 
ENOUGH TO 
CAUSE THAT 
TO HAPPEN? 


| SEEING 
GHOSTS 


OF COURSE, 
SOME 
CLAIMS ARE 
EXTREMELY 
FISHY. 
LEVITATING 
DURING 
MEDITATION 
COMES TO 
MIND. BLT 
STILL! 


WE HUMANS ARE 
ACTUALLY BORN 
WITH GAPS IN OUR 
SKULLS CALLED 
FONTANELLES, OR 
SOFT SPOTS. 


THEY TAKE 
EIGHTEEN 
MONTHS 
TO 
TOTALLY 


BY THE EACH GAP 
TIME WE'RE IN THAT SOFT, 
ADULTS, A JUVENILE BONE 
THICK WALL . GRADUALLY 

OF BONE : DISAPPEARS 
SQUEEZES AS THE BABY 

OUR BRAINS. GETS OLDER. 


THEY SAY 
ADULTS CAN BE 
"THICK-HEADED” 

SOMETIMES, 
RIGHT? WELL, 
THAT'S TRUE 
IN MORE WAYS 

THAN ONE. 


THE THEORY 
GOES THAT 
DRILLING 
A HOLE IN 
RELIEVES sre Aine 


THAT | 
PRESSURE... B reais 


HOMO 
SAPIEN... 


SUPPOSEDLY, 
THIS RESTORES 
THE BRAIN TO 
THE ACTIVE 
STATE IT WAS ALLOWS FOR 

IN DURING GREATER 
INFANCY. BLOOD FLOW 
TO THE 
BRAIN. 
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M" / LN BLT WE CAN TWORDE. 
N A KICK THEM We Aur 
) Wf) 2 INTO HIGH 
| : Ue Ed | CEAR EY DON'T USE 
. : | ef ALL OF OUR 
Tuat's \ pi Ff INCREASING BRAINS 
THE : Va MAL BLOOD FLOW? = [ —\ _ 


ESSENCE, 
NAKOSHI- 
SAN, RIGHT 


LIKE HOW 
NINETY PERCENT 
OF THE HUMAN 
BRAIN ISN'T 
BEING USED OR 
SOMETHING? 


YOUR 
BRAIN IS IN 
THE SAME 

STATE IT WAS 
WHEN YOU 
WERE A BABY. 
ACTIVE ALL 
OVER. 
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See A 


HERE? 


DID SOME- 
BODY DIE 


I'LL LOOK 
INTO THIS 
ROOM'S 
HISTORY, 
SEE WHAT 
I CAN 
FIND. 


ALREADY 
2 


NO NEED. 
I CAN SEE 
THEM NOW... 
DANGLING... 
RINGHT 
ABOVE YOU. 


oe 


Lone 
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IF YOU'RE 


I'M SUR- 
PRISED 
YOU'D 
DO AN 
EXPERI- 
MENT LIKE 
THIS. «. 


TIME WITH 
THIS. 


SO. WHILE 
SOME PEOPLE 
DO NOTICE 
CHANGES RIGHT 
AWAY, OTHER 
CASES HAVE 
TAKEN UP TO 
A MONTH TO 
MANIFEST. 


HERE'S THAT 
THREE HUNDRED 
THOUSAND I 
PROMISED. YOU 
GET THE REST 
WHEN THE 
EXPERIMENT 
IS OVER. 


LET'S MAKE 
THESE TEN 
DAYS COUNT, 
SHALL WE? 


I'M GOING 
TO HEAD 
DOWN 


I SHOULD BE : 
BACK WITHIN gan BINGE 
THE HOUR. SHINJUKU 
THE HOUR. Ay POLICE 
SOME REST, S PICK L 
aONe Beek TO PICK UP 
\ YOUR CAR. 


, HOW'S 
ie 


BEFORE I 


GO 
YOUR PAIN 
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LL 


BE RIGHT 


, I! 


IN THAT 
BACK 


GOOD 
TO HEAR 
CASE 
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NOT 
THE MOST 
CREATIVE 
FALL FROM 

GRACE, 
BUT GOOD 
TRY, KID 


TREPANA- 
TION... 


POST-OP- 
ERATIVE 
REPORT? 


JENNIFER 
CATHERINE... 
TWENTY- 
SEVEN 
YEARS OLD. 


TWO 
HOURS AND 
TWENTY- 
SEVEN 
£\ MINUTES 
AFTER THE 
\ SURGERY... 


STARTED 


TWENTY- | Fiber 


THREE 
DAYS 
LATER... 


DARRYL 
MARTIN. 
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GILBERT 
MACAULAY. 


GAINED 
THE 
POWER OF 
TELEPATHY. 


ADMITTED TO 
A PSYCHIATRIC 
HOSPITAL FOR 
DELUSIONS AND 

HALLUCINA- 
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THERE'S 


THE | NOT 
SOUND. 


YOU'RE 
JUST 
TRYING 
TO TRICK 
ME AGAIN, 
AREN'T... 


TOGETHER 
TO FORM 
A CERTAIN 
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THE SUN 
ine YOU 


MY SHIT, DIDN'T 
YOU? MY BAG, 
THE FLOOR 

VISOR 
MOVED THEM. 
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MAT, 
LITTLE 
HANDS 

OUTTA MY 
CAR... 


KEEP YOUR 
GRUBBY 


REY CORES 
RES 
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LETS JUST. 
SAY YOU'RE 
NOT THE 
ONLY ONE 
HERE WITH 
TRUST 
ISSUES. 


AS LONG AS 
YOU HAVEN'T 
PLANTED MORE 
OF THOSE 
HIDDEN CAMERAS 
IN HERE. OR ANY 
OTHER WEIRD 
SHIT, FOR THAT 


WE MAY 
NEED TO PLAY 
THINGS BY EAR 
SOMEWHAT, BUT 
HERE'S THE 
SCHEDULE. 
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MIGHT AS WELL 
DIVE RIGHT IN. 
I'VE GOT A FEW 
PURPORTEDLY 
HAUNTED SPOTS 
TO CHECK 
OUT WITH You 
TODAY. 


I'LL COVER 
THE GAS 
MONEY FOR 
THE TRIP, SO 
LET'S TAKE 
YOUR CAR. 


GO IN 
YOUR OWN 


U 


BESIDES 


CAR. I'LL 
FOLLOW 
you. 


ok 


I DON 
TRUST YOU 
AS FAR 
AS I CAN 


THROW 
you 
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YOU KNOW 
FULL WELL 
IT'S NOT 
ME YOu 
DISTRUST... 


Dom NCCRIG 


POR Rc 


| 


i 


. il 

ty i i : 

BAW i 
Ih Ni 

N uy 


WOULDN'T 
ANYONE 
FIND THIS 
PLACE 
SPOOKY? 
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THIS 
TUNNEL 
IS PRETTY 
FAMOUSLY 
HAUNTED. 


I GOTTA 
ADMIT, IT /S 
CREEPY. 


Ha 
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I DON'T 
REALLY 
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NEED TO. 
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SUPPOSEDLY 
THESE PHENOMENA 
HAVE CAUSED 
A STRING OF 
ACCIDENTS IN THE 
AREA. THEY STILL 
HAPPEN TO THIS 
DAY, IN FACT. 


THERE USED TO 
BE A CREMATORIUM 
ON TOP OF THIS 
TUNNEL. THEY SAY ALL 
MANNER OF STRANGE, 
PARANORMAL THINGS 
HAPPEN HERE. 


SOs 
LET'S GO 
IN, SHALL 

WE? 


—— 


DON'T WORRY! 
GO ON! IF ANYTHING 
YOU'RE HAPPENS, I'LL 


COMPLETELY BE RIGHT 
SAFE! HERE KEEPING 


WATCH! 
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IS THIS, 
SOME KINDA 
JUVENILE 
HAZING 
CRAP? 
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Way 


Nightingale 


Wall. 


YOU SHOULD 
IF THERE BE DIRECTLY 
ARE ne UNDER THE 
GHOSTS, . CREMATORIUM’S 
FORMER 
WHERE LOCATION 
YOU'LL SEE RIGHT NOW! 
THEM! 
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YOU FEEL 
ANYTHING? 
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YOU'D YEAAAH, NO 
WAY IN HELL 

BE COMING } IN THERE 

WITH ME. ALONE. 
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WISE, I'M 
STAYING 


PERHAPS WE 
CAN REVISIT 
THIS ONE 
TOMORROW 
AFTERNOON, 
WHEN IT’S 
LIGHT OUT. 


S PRETTY 
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OBSCURE 
NOT MANY 
PEOPLE EVEN 
KNOW IT 


ONE 


FEES 
D. 


IT HAS 
ITS OWN 
SECURITY 
DEPOSIT 
OR EXTRA 
REQUIRE 


BATH AND 


EVERYTHING. 
ONLY TWENTY 


THOUSAND 
A MONTH 


» SO 


. THEY 
UNTIL THEY 
THE EVENTS 
'T BEEN 
MADE PUBLIC 
INVESTIGATED 
THIS PLACE 


SWORD 
HAVEN 


TWO ILLEGAL 
CHINESE IMMIGRANTS 
HOSTESSES INA 
GOT CHOPPED 
INTO BITS WITHA 
TRADITIONAL CHINESE 

BARELY ANYONE'S 


CLUB 


LIVED HERE 
BOTH WORKED AS 


'D 


THE HELL 


ALL 
RIGHT, GO 
ON IN. 


SO 
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THE LANDLORD 
LENT ME ONE 
WHEN HE LET 

ME CHECK OUT 

OF IT. 


THE ROOM 
I MADE A COPY 
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IF YOU'RE 


THIS SPOOKED, 


MAYBE YOU'RE 
THE ONE WITH 
THE SIXTH 
SENSE. 
WHATCHA 
THINK? 
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THAT'S 
THE 
SPOT. 
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MAKE IT yi — s\auah Walenta j 


PRETTY ii) La | 
OBVIOLIS. DUM enamel | 


ARE YOU 
SENSING 
ANYTHING 
UNUSUAL...?7 
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IT's n aH 
SURPRISINGLY : 
COMMON FOR 
PATIENTS TO 
START SEEING 

GHOSTS AFTER 
UNDERGOING 

TREPANATION. 
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MADE OF EMULSION- 
BASED SYNTHETIC 
RESIN AND CEDAR 

PLYWOOD. JUDGING 

BY HOW WELL I 

CAN HEAR THE NEXT 
IT'S ABOUT THIRTY 

MILLIMETERS THICK, 

AND NO GLASS WOOL 

WAS USED FOR 


THAT'S 
ALL I 


COULD YOU 
PLEASE 
SERI- 
OUSLY? 


TAKE THIS 


‘M NOT 
ASKING 
ABOUT 
PHYSICAL 
THINGS 
LIKE THE 
WALLS 
YOU KNOW 
THAT. 


I 
“FEEL” 


CE 


Ce 


ETE eS. se 
Bios 


EVEN 

IF ALL THAT 
CRAP REALLY 
DOES EXIST... 
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SOULS... 
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*Sign: Fresh Hot Gyoza 


YOU SURE 
ARE A THICK- 
HEADED GLY, 
NAKOSHI-SAN. 


EVEN AFTER 
I WENT OUT 
OF MY WAY 
TO GIVE YOUR 
GRAY MATTER 
SOME WIGGLE 
ROOM. 


I DON'T 
ACTUALLY 
BELIEVE IN THE 
PARANORMAL. AT 
LEAST, I DON’T 
WANT TO. 


YET HERE I 
AM, SCARED 
T OF MY 


Ou 
SOME 
conner op WITS. That's 


AS A SKEPTIC 
WITH A SCIENTIFIC 
BACKGROUND, EVEN 
THE SL/GHTEST 
POSSIBILITY OF 


ME DOES = THAT, SOME- bf 
THINGS LIKE ke 
GHOSTS, A SIXTH ee WHERE... 
SENSE, THE 
OCCULT, AND SO 
ON EXISTING... 


I WANT TO 
CRUSH ALL 
THE ANNOYING 
LITTLE DOUBTS 
AND WHAT 
IFS, SO I CAN 
THRUST OLIT 
MY CHEST 
AND SAY WITH |Po § 
PRIDE... NY 


I WANT TO 
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NOW THEN, 
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AND DISCUSS 
OUR PLANS 
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YOU CAN'T 
REALLY 
BELIEVE 
THIS CRAP. 
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SAY THIS 
BOSS THEN 
STARTED 
CRYING /N 
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TRYING TO 
CUT OFF 
HIS OWN 
SCARRED 

PINKY. 
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HE LOOKED 
LIKE HE 
MIGHT 
BURST 

INTO TEARS 
AT ANY 
SECOND. 


YEAH... 


LET'S ASSUME 
I DO BELIEVE 
YOU, AND 
WORK FROM 
THERE. 


$0, THE ONLY 
ONE YOU GOT 
UP CLOSE AND 
PERSONAL WITH 
WAS THIS ROBOT. 
THE YAKUZA 
LEADER, RIGHT? 


THE ONLY 
RATIONAL 
EXPLANATION 
FOR IT ALL 
IS THAT I'VE 
GONE CRAZY. 


I MEAN, 
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A KNIFE! 
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YOU THINK 
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YOU SAID THAT 
THERE WERE 
SOME NORMAL 
HUMANS TOO, 
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ALL, MIXED IN 
WITH ALL THE 
MONSTERS. 


I'D SAY IT 
WAS ABOUT 
FIFTY-FIFTY. 
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JOKING TO YOU-LITTCE 


SHIT? 
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BELIEVE 
ME, I WOULDN'T 
BE FEELING UP 
ANOTHER GUY LIKE 
THIS WITHOUT A 
GOOD REASON. 
I DON'T SWING 
THAT WAY. 
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WORKING 


TOUCHED 

YOU JUST 

A LITTLE 
MORE? 
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I DON'T 
"GOTTA" 


PLEASE, 
YA GOTTA 
FORGIVE 
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HOW MANY 
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MAKES A 
LICK OF DAMN 
SENSE 


AGAIN WITH 

THIS SHIT?! 

NOTHING YOU 
SAY EVER 


GIVE ME 
YOUR 
HAND. 


YOU THINK 
YOU ARE? 


YOU POOR 
LITTLE GUY... 
JUST LOOK 
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MAKING 
THAT 
FACE? 
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CHILD'S SICKLE... 
HAND... 


hy 
\ \\ se 
ie cont | 


\" 


SOME- 


THING 
WITH A 
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BACK WHEN 
I WAS Jus’ 
A KID... 


I HAD THIS 
FRIEND, 
Y'SEE? 
KEN-CHAN. 
A 
FRIEND? 
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ONE DAY, 
I WAS 
WITH THAT 
FRIEND... 


SOMETHING 
UNSPEAK- 
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Y'KNOW? are L... 


KEN-CHAN... 
HE TOOK 
A REAL 
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JUS' THEN, 
THIS...THIS 
TRUCK WAS 
PASSIN’ BY, 
AND... 


HIS RIGHT 
LEG... 
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HE NEVER 
WALKED 
RIGHT AFTER 
THAT. 


I REMEMBER 
Now. 
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I DION'T 
MEAN 
NOTHIN’ 


THOSE 
WERE JUST 


ACCIDENTS! WE DIDN'T 


MEAN T'HURT 
ANYONE. 


AN’ THE OTHER 
THING WAG...I 
WANTED TO 
APOLOGIZE, 
BUT I Jus’ 
DIDN'T KNOW 
HOW, Y'KNOW? 
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WHEN IT 
HAPPENED, I 
WAS SO SCARED 
I COULDN'T 
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ALL I COULD 
DO WAS JUST... 
RUN AS FAR AS 
MY LEGS WOULD 

TAKE ME. 


THAT GUILT, 
THAT 
REGRET... 


IT HAUNTED 
ME, DAY 
AFTER DAY 
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o % GNAWED AT ME. 
CONVINCED | IT WAS LIKE A 
MYSELF I WAS . DEEP, DARK PIT. 
SOME KIND OF... ; I COULDN'T 
EXCEPTION. I | STAND IT. 
WAS ALLOWED 
TO HURT 
PEOPLE. 


TO PROVE 
IT TO THE 
WORLD... 


WHEN I 
STARTED DOWN 
THAT PATH...I 
HURT SO MANY 

PEOPLE. 


I HAD TO 
COMPLETELY 
PAINT OVER 

MY OLD GUILT. 
LAYER UPON 


IF FRIENDSHIP 
LEADS TO SO 
MUCH PAIN AND 
REGRET...WHY 
BOTHER, 

I FIGURED. 
NEVER AGAIN. 
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LONELINESS IS 
SOMETHING I 
CHOSE. WITH 
MY OWN FREE 
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I GET IT 
Now! 


I DIDN'T 
CUT OFF 
ALL THOSE 
PEOPLE'S 
FINGERS 
BECAUSE I'M 
A YAKUZA... 


I BECAME 
A YAKUZA... 
BECAUSE I 
WANTED TO 

CUT OFF 

FINGERS! 
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TO MAKE IT 
UP TO YOU. 
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CUTTING THAT 
THING OFF 
MIGHT BE FOR 
THE BEST. 
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WHO 
WOULD'VE 


EXPECTED 
IT TO COME 
OFF MY OWN 


SUFFERED 
ENOUGH. 
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THAT 
GUY WAS 


FRICKIN’ 
HILARIOUS 
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THAT DUMBASS 
REALLY JOINED 
THE YAKUZA 
OVER SUCH A 
TEENSY LITTLE 
SCREW-UP?! 
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“MONSTERS” 
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DISCUSS IT 
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EYES ARE A 
BIT PUFFY, 
NAKOSHI-SAN. 
ARE YOU ALL 
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HOW 'BOUT 
YOU? WHAT'S 
WITH THOSE 
TEARDROP 
THINGS? 


THE SCALES 
HAVE FALLEN 
FROM MY 
EYES. LIKE, 
EUREKA! YOU 
KNOW? 


OKEY DOKEY. 
FIRST AND 
FOREMOST, LET'S 
GET THIS OUT IN 
THE OPEN. WHAT 
YOU'RE CURRENTLY 
EXPERIENCING 
IS IN NO WAY 
PARANORMAL... 


Side the robot? 
use his right hand 


AND YOu 
CERTAINLY 
HAVEN'T 
GONE 
INSANE. 


IT'S ALL 
SCIENTIFICALLY 
EXPLAINABLE. 
TO BE EXACT, 
IT'S MOSTLY 
PSYCHOLOGY. 
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TELLING ME 
WHAT THOSE 


THINGS ARE? 
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FOR THE IF YOU LOOK 


PURPOSES 
OF OUR IT UP ONLINE, 


EXPERIMENT, YOU'LL SEE 


A LOT OF 
gana REFERENCES 


STANDING OF TO “ARTIFICIAL 
THE T : HUMANS” AND 
eae WHATNOT... 


IN THE 
MODERN ERA, 
WHEN WE 
SAY “HOMUN- 
CULUS"... 


USUALLY 
TALKING 
ABOUT THE 
LITTLE YOU 
INSIDE YOUR 
BRAIN. 
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BUT THAT 
FEELING 
OF 
"COLD"... 


ACTUALLY 
NOT YOUR 
FINGERS 
EXPERIENC- 
ING IT. 


THIS, IN 
NEUROLOGY, 
IS WHAT'S 
REFERRED 
TOASA 
"SENSORY 
HOMUNCULUS.” 


IF YOU 
TOUCHED THIS 
GLASS, IT 
WOULD FEEL 
COLD, RIGHT? 
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SOMEWHERE 
IN YOUR BRAIN, 
YOU'VE GOT A 

SECOND SET OF 

FINGERTIPS. 


LIKE, THERE'S 
A PART OF 
THE BRAIN 

DEDICATED TO 

PARSING DATA 
FROM THE 
FINGERS? 


THE BODY'S 


SENSES ARE 


MAPPED OUT 
ON THE 
SURFACE OF 
THE BRAIN. 


THAT'S THE 


“FINGER” AREA 


RIGHT THERE. 
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A LOTTA 


HANDS AND 
LIPS SURE 
TAKE UP 

AND SO 

WE WERE TO 

GIVE A REAL 

BODY THESE 
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WHEN A HUMAN 
WANTS TO FEEL A 


PHYSICAL OBJEC 
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USE THEIR HANDS 


AND MOUTH, RIGHT? 


TO REEEALLY GET 
UP IN THERE--THEY 


i 


— 
ee 


BUT 


THAT'S THE WHOLE 
ISN'T 


PARDON 


IT 


| 


I MEAN 
MY BLUNTNESS 


POINT OF SEX 


es 


Ssw 
wt>sy 
qwe . 
ZH FOI 
OX pYy = 
4X 0204 
EWOn 
SRS 
DoE 


Ww + LUN - 
3 EP Oy GYOP ws 
3 S586.. ma feat Ad * 
no > OG WO 
O35 ws OW 
TZZV=HN EEC say> 
F3I0V22Zz9 S27 us 
us Od 
S=VaTtar 28250 
= x 
S WP a Sa) a 


HUMANS USE 


TO COLLECT 

DATA ABOUT ALL FIVE 
THE WORLD OF THESE 
AROUND US. A 


oui WO PERIENCES GATHERING THAT'S WHAT 
THER 
SOLIDIFY IN OUR SENSORY "EXPERIENCE" 
BRAINS AS DATA. IS ALL ABOLIT, 
MEMORIES, REALLY. 


Aral aol 


WELL, IF WE TAKE 
THOSE MEMORIES, 
THOSE LITTLE MOMENTS 
THAT HAVE BEEN 
CARVED INTO OUR GREY 
MATTER, AND MAP 
THEM ae A HUMAN 


THIS IS KINDA 
CONFUSING. 
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WE GET A 
HOMUNCULUS. 


REAL 


IN ESSENCE, 

YOU'RE SEEING 
THE TWISTED 

DISTORTIONS 
OF THE SOUL... 


THAT 
PEOPLE 
HAVE 
BURIED 
DEEP INSIDE 


THEM- 
SELVES. 


OF 


HOMUNCUL! 
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APPEAR TO YOU 


VISTOR- 
TIONS 
OF THE 
SOUL. .7 


AFTER YOU 
AND I PARTED 
YESTERDAY, 
I HAD A NICE, 
LONG CHAT 
WITH HER. 


I DUNNO. IT WAS 
LIKE HER NECK 
WAS SICK OR 
SOMETHING. 
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REMEMBER 
THAT OLD 
LADY? OUR 
NECKLESS 
MONSTER? 


WHAT GAVE 
YOU THAT 
IMPRESSION? 
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YOU SAID YOU 
FELT AS IF 
SHE WERE 

"PROTECTING 
HER NECK,” 
DION'T YOU? 


THAT OLD 

WOMAN USED TO 

BE IN AN ABUSIVE 
RELATIONSHIP. 

1 HER PARTNER 

= OFTEN CHOKED 

a HER. 
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AND THE 
SENSATION OF EVEN 
SOMETHING HEARING 
TOUCHING THE WORD 
HER NECK IS "NECK" IS 
EVEN WORSE. UPSETTING 
HITS A FULL- TO HER. 
ON PANIC 
BUTTON. 


FURTHERMORE, 
THAT OLD LADY 


NECKLACE. 


IS PART OF T 

NO PENDANT, NOLV EAU FICHE, 
NO PEARLS, AND LOVES 
NOTHING. PRECIOUS 


METALS. 


DID YOU 
NOTICE? SHE 
WAS COVERED 
HEAD TO 
FOOT IN 
SHINY STUFF. 
RINGS, 
EARRINGS... 


AND THAT'S 
WHY YOU 
PERCEIVE HER 
LIKE 7H/S. 


THE POINT TO 
REMEMBER HERE 
IS THAT IT ISN'T 

PHYSICAL INJURIES 

OR PAIN THAT 

MANIFEST INTO 
HOMUNCULI. 
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ON SOME 
INSTINCTIVE 
LEVEL... 


IS PROTECT- 
ING HER 


THOSE ARE WHAT 
MANIFEST INTO 
THE HOMUNCUL!I 

YOU'VE BEEN 

SEEING. IT’S ALL 
PSYCHOLOGICAL 
PERVERSIONS. 


THESE 
PEOPLE ARE 
CARRYING 
AROUND 
EMOTIONAL 

SCARS. 


NOW, MOVING 
ONTO THIS 
FLOPPY GUY 
OVER HERE... 


FROM THIS 
POINT FORWARD, 
I DON'T HAVE ANY 
INFORMATION 
ABOUT THESE 
PEOPLE, SO 
THIS IS PURE 
CONJECTURE. 


PLEASE 
TAKE WHAT 
I SAY FROM 
HERE ON 
OUT WITH 
A PINCH OF 
SALT. 
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SOME PEOPLE 
HAVE NO GUTS, 
NO SPINES...NO 
SUBSTANCE TO 
THEM, RIGHT? 


ON THE 
OUTSIDE, 
HE'S OVER- 
WEIGHT. 


ay in 
il 


BUT THAT'S 
JUST BECAUSE 
HE EATS A LOT 
TO COMPENSATE 
FOR HOW THIN 
AND EMPTY 
HE IS ON THE 
INSIDE. 
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SURE. 
BUT AGAIN, 
THAT'S 
NOT WHAT 
MATTERS. 


IT'S ALL 
ABOUT HOW 
THE PERSON 
FEELS ABOUT 
THEMSELVES 

ON THE 

INSIDE. 
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IT DOESN’ 
NECESSARILY 
MATCH UP WITH 
THEIR ACTUAL 
APPEARANCE. 
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WE'RE 
TALKING 
ABOUT SUB- 
CONSCIOUS 
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SO 
HOW COME 
WHEN I 
PICTURE 
MYSELF... 


ALL I 
SEE |S THE 
SAME FACE 
AS IN THE 

MIRROR? 


BY “HOW 
YOU SEE 
YOURSELF” 


THAT'S 
EXACTLY 
WHAT 
MAKES 
THIS SO 
TRICKY. 


OKAY... 


YOU MIGHT 
SHOW UP 
AS SOME 

GROTESQUE 

CARICATURE 

OF YOURSELF. 


YOU MIGHT 
FLY, OR 
YOUR SKIN 
MIGHT MELT 
OFF YOUR 
BONES... 


SUBCON- 
SCclOUS? 


THE PLACE 
YOUR 7RUE 
SELF ALWAYS 
WINDS UP... 
IS IN YOUR 
DREAMS. 


THE 
SECOND 
SHE TAKES 
SOMEONE'S 
CALL... 


THE PART OF 
HER BODY THAT 
CORRESPONDS 

TO THAT 
PHONE STARTS 

SPINNING 

FURIOUSLY. 


SHE'S 
ALMOST LIKE 
A LIVING DOLL, 
PAWNING OFF 
HER INDIVIDUAL 
BODY PARTS TO 


THE HIGHEST 
BIDVER FOR A 
QUICK BUCK. 


TAKE THIS GIRL 
HERE, THE ONE 
SLICED INTO 
RINGS. SHE'S 
A SYMBOL OF 
THE MODERN 
WORLD. 


LET'S ASSUME 
THIS GIRL HAS 
SIX DIFFERENT 
PHONES, ONE 
FOR EACH SLICE 
OF HER BODY. 
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THAT NIGHT'S 


KNOW WHAT 
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OF MODERN Bore Wace SEX ARE THE 

MANNEGUIN. ONLY THINGS 
SUBCONSCIOUS, aE 


FEEL REAL. 


NOW, THIS 
YAKUZA 
BOSS... 


THIS GUY 
MUST BE A 
REAL PIECE 
OF WORK. 
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THERE WAS 
SOME SORT 
OF INCIDENT 
INVOLVING A 
PINKY AND 
SOMETHING 
SHARP. 


HE'S 
BEEN PUTTING 
UP WALLS TO 
PROTECT HIMSELF 
FROM HIMSELF. 
FORCE FIELDS 
TO RIVAL ANY 
CHILDHOOD 
ROLEPLAY 
GAME. 


UNTIL HE 
BECAME 
A GIANT 


WHEN HE 
WAS A 
CHILD... 


AND 
EVER 
SINCE... 


TO PUT UP 
SO MANY 
WALLS AND 
MAKE THEM 
SO THICK... 


SOMETHING 
MUST'VE MADE 
HIM THINK HE 
HAD NO CHOICE 
BESIDES 
ISOLATION. 


CAN YOU UGH, 
AT LEAST COME 
_ PRETEND ON/ 
YOU CAN TO CARE? 


LITERALLY 
SEE THE 
PSYCHOLOGICAL 
DISTORTIONS 
OF OTHER 
PEOPLE, 
NAKOSHI-SAN!! 


YOU GET IT? 
SOMETHING 
ABSOLUTELY 
FASCINATING 
IS GOING ON 
INSIDE OF YOU 
RIGHT NOW! 
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BUT THESE 
| DISTORTIONS, 
; THESE... | ALL RIGHT, 
f MONSTERS... SURE. I SEE 
4 LET'S SAY I DISTORTIONS. 
WANT THEM I GET THAT 
GONE. 


HOW DOT 
DO THAT? 


HOW DOT a 
REMOvE THe 
IS, Ss ‘yi \ \ AN 
THESE THINGS JAW 
IN THE FIRST : 


IT'S NOT 
THAT you 
DON'T WANT 
TO SEE THESE 
HOMUNCULI. 
IT’S THAT You 
DON'T WANT 
THEM TO 
EX/ST, YES? 
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WANT THEM 
GONE? YOU 
MEAN YOU 

WANT TO... 


THINK OF A 
HOMUNCULUS 
AS BEING LIKE 

AN IKIRYO,* 

A “LIVING 
GHOST." 


A LIVING 
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| THIS MAY GET SO, IN THIS 
TECHNICAL. FROM A METAPHOR, 
PSYCHOTHERAPEUTIC IN ORDER 
PERSPECTIVE... TO EXOR- 
CIZE THESE 


GHOSTS... 


WE HAVE TO 
REMOVE THE 
DISTORTION THAT 
CREATES THEM. 
STRAIGHTEN OUT 
THE MIND. TO DO 

THAT... 
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LET'S SAY THIS 
IS A PERSON. 


SCIOUS AND THE 
SUBCONSCIOUS. 
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DAMN, THE 
SUBCON- 
SCIOUS IS 
HUGE. 


I SUPPOSE 
YOU CAN 
SIMPLIFY 
IT AS THE 
"HEAD" 

AND THE 


ONE THEORY 
CLAIMS THAT THE 
SUBCONSCIOUS 
MIND CONTROLS 
NINETY-FIVE 

PERCENT 
OF HUMAN 
BEHAVIOR. 


FOR 
EXAMPLE, 
LET'S SAY 

THIS 
PERSON... 


SECRETLY 
RESENTS 
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THEY'VE TALKED 
THEMSELF INTO 
THINKING THAT 
THEY LOVE THEIR 
FATHER. 


WHEN 


THEY SHOVE THAT HAP- 


THAT SECRET 
FEELING AS 
DEEP INTO 

THE SUBCON- 
SCIOUS AS 

POSSIBLE. 


DICTION. 


IT’S SORT 
SABCANSCIaNS OF LIKE THEY 
an CRYOGENICALLY TAKE THAT 
HATRED 
FOR THEIR 
FATHER... 


LET IT SINK INTO 
THE BOWELS OF 
THEIR SUBCON- 
SclOus. GET IT? 


COMPLETELY 
FORGET... THE 
DEEPER IT 


GOES... 


THE 
HARDER IT 
BECOMES TO 
CONSCIOUSLY 
THINK ABOUT. 
IN TIME... 


SO lr'’s 
REPRESSED? 
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NOW, KEEP 
IN MIND THAT 
MR. OR MS. 

DADDY ISSUES 
HERE HASN'T 

FIXED THEIR 

PROBLEMS. 
THEY'VE JUST 
HIDDEN THEM. 


IN SOME DARK 


PART OF THEIR 
MIND, WHERE THEIR 
SUBCONSCIOUS 
CAN'T SEE, THEY'RE 
STILL IN CONSTANT 
CONFLICT. 


ANY NUMBER 
OF NERVOUS 
DISORDERS MIGHT 
MANIFEST WITHOUT 
THEM EVER 
KNOWING WHY. 


BULIMIA, 
OBSESSIVE 
THOUGHTS, 

A FEAR 
OF EYE 
CONTACT... 


WOULD THAT 
DISTORTION 
STILL NOT 
GO AWAY? 


THIS INNER 
COMFLICT 
CAN LEAD TO 
ALL K/NDS 
OF STRANGE 
SYMPTOMS. 


WHAT ABOUT 
WHEN THEY 
GROW UP? 

WHAT IF THEY 

START TO 
UNDERSTAND 
THEIR OLD 
MAN'S POINT 
OF VIEW, 

MAYBE EVEN 
LIKE HIM FOR 

REAL? 


THAT'S 
WHAT 
MAKES IT 
A “LIVING 
GHOST.” 
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AND NOW 


IT WANDERS rian 
AIMLESSLY BUT THOSE WARMED 
INSIDE THEIR ANCIENT Lip TO 
SUBCONSCIOUS. EEL INGS THEIR 
FROZEN 
DEEP INSIDE 


THEM. 


INSIDE, THAT 
EMOTION IS 
STILL JUST 
AS INTENSE 
AS IT WAS 
WHEN THEY 
ne FELT 


LIKE ANY 
LOST SOUL, 
"GHOST" 


OUR 
IS SEEKING 


A CHANCE TO 
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DRAG IT 
UP BACK 
INTO THEIR 
CONSCIOUS 
MIND, AND 
THEN... 
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LA 


S50 HOW DOT 
PERFORM THE 
EXORCISM, 
THEN? 


ALL YOU HAVE 
TO DO IS TAKE 
THIS FROZEN 
FEELING AT 
THE BOTTOM 
HERE... 


AS 


LONG AS YOU 
YOU 


arn BE 
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UN 
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WORDS, 

CAN MAKE 
THEM FEEL IT 

AGAIN, 


KEEP IN MIND 
THAT THIS 
DISTORTION 

IS BURIED SO 

DEEPLY THAT 

EVEN THE PERSON 
EXPERIENCING IT 
DOESN'T KNOW 

WHERE IT IS. 


Y, 


NORMALL 

FINDING IT 
IS QUITE 

THE TASK 


THERAPISTS 
TO DIG UP THIS 
SORT OF THING 

IN A PERFECT 

STRANGER 


IT TAKES A LOT 
OF TIME FOR 
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AND, 
FRANK 


YOU HAVE | 
TO DO IS 
THIS, AND 


TO AN 
IKIRYO, YOU'RE 
BASICALLY 
THE MESSIAH. 


See 
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THIS IS 
SO CREEPY. 
HAVING A 
SIXTH SENSE 
SUCKS. 


NAKOSHI- 
SAN, I 
DON’T THINK 
YOU QUITE 
UNDERSTAND. 


You 
HAVEN'T 
GAINED A 
L/TERAL 
SIXTH 
SENSE. 


YOU'RE 
STILL USING 
THE SAME FIVE 
SENSES YOU'VE 
ALWAYS HAD. 


THEY'VE 
JUST BEEN 
SHARPENED 

TO AN 

UNUSUAL 


We : 
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HUMAN 
SENSES CAN 
TAKE INA 
oa OE DATA. 
PIECE THEM 
TOGETHER POINTS... 
INTO AN 
EXCEPTIONALLY 
PRECISE IMAGE 


SS 
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OF THE WORLD. 
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OR A 
MUSCLE 
TWITCHES 
EVEN 
MINUTELY 
IN THEIR 
FACE... 


NOTICE THE 
MYRIAD INTERNAL 
FEELINGS THAT 
CAUSE THOSE 
TINY MOVEMENTS, 


IFA 
SINGLE 
MUSCLE 
EXPANDS 
OR CON- 
TRACTS... 


SL 


SERRE yh 
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IF A 
PERSON 
GETS 
SLIGHTLY 
TENSE... 


REALLY, 

IF THEY DO 
JUST ABOUT 
ANYTHING, 
WE NOTICE. 


ANXIETY 
TO RAGE... 


mss 
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WITH 
EVERY SHIFT 
IN A PERSON'S 
EMOTIONAL 
STATE, THEY 
BROADCAST 
A SLEW OF 
SUBTLE 
TELLS... 


WHICH 
THE REST OF 
US PICK UP 
ON WITHOUT 
EVEN NOTICING 
OURSELVES 
DOING SO. 


' AND SAY 
ery "THANK You!” 
RIGHT? WITH A BIG 


OLE GRIN. 
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SAY SOMEONE 
IS GIVEN A 
PRESENT. THEY 
OPEN IT... 


OR IS THIS 
A PRESENT ARE THEY 
THEY'RE NOT REALLY 
ACTUALLY HAPPY, DEEP 
THAT THRILLED 
WITH? WELL, 
SOMEHOW... 


THE PEOPLE 
AROUND 
THEM CAN 


EVEN IF 
THE SMILE 
ITSELF LOOKS 
EXACTLY THE 
SAME. 


MOST PEOPLE 
SHRUG OFF WHAT 
THEY'RE REALLY 
DOING. THEY SAY, 
"OH, I COULD JUST 
TELL,” OR “HE JUST 


HAD THAT VIBE, 
YOU KNOW?" 


AND THE MINDS 

OF THE PEOPLE 
AROUND THEM 
ABSORB THAT 
INFORMATION 

LIKE SPONGEG... 


BUT IT'S 
NOTHING SO 
VAGUE AS THAT. 
THE TRUTH IS, 
THE RECEIVER 
OF THE GIFT IS 
LEAKING A HUGE 
AMOUNT OF 
INFORMATION... 


ALL FIVE 
OF THEIR 
SENSES. 


THUS, THOUGH 


TRADING ake WE'RE COMPLETELY 
SECRET DATA UNAWARE OF IT, WE 
WITH ONE | HUMANS ARE BOTH 

ANOTHER... INTERROGATORS AND 
INTERROGATEEGS... 


THROUGH 
OUR TIGHT, 
FAKE 
SMILES. 


ALL WHILE 
SPEWING 
PRETTY, 
SHALLOW 
WORDS... 


DISGUSTING 
CREATURES, 
AREN'T WE? 


We 


THE 
CHILDREN OF 
OUR SPECIES 

HAVE MUCH 
SHARPER 
SENSES THAN 
THE ADULTS. 


MY’ ABILYTY 10 
“FEEL,” ARE SO, NOW 


THAT 
STRONGER || yee 


HOLE IN MY 
nye SKULL... 


AND MY 
BRAIN |S 
CLOSER 
TO HOW IT 
WAS ASA 
CHILD... 


EVERY- 
WHERE 
WOULD SEE 
LiKE THis 
THAT'S 
PART OF IT, 
CERTAINLY. 


THAT WERE 
ALL IT 
WAS... 


THAT'S NOT 
THE CASE, SO 
THERE MUST 

BE MORE. 


WHY, THOUGH YOU'RE 
RECEIVING THE SAME NAKOSHI-SAN... 
AMOUNT OF INFORMATION YOU HAVE 
AS A CHILD, YOU'RE ABLE KNOWLEDGE 
TO PIECE IT TOGETHER AND EXPERIENCE 
INTO THESE COHESIVE THAT CHILDREN 
IMAGES. LACK. 


VOILA! fo INDEED. 
THE TRUTH YOUR BRAIN 


MATERIALIZES : | PIECES 


BEFORE YOU IT ALL KNOWLEDGE 
IN THe FORM s TOGETHER, AND 

OF THESE (> EXPERIENCE, 
HUH? 


SURREAL 
CARICATURES. 
THESE 
HOMUNCULI. 
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LOOK LIKE 


WHY DO 
MONSTERS... 
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AND 
THEM ARE 
NORMAL 


WW, DON'T 
Y. DEEP 
DOWN YOU 
KNOW FULL 
, DON'T 
YOU? 
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END, THEIR 
DISTORTIONS 


paeae 


ARE THE 
SAME AS 
MY OWN. 


- Ail 


Sita 


REFLECTS THE 
WORLD AROUND 
US. BUT IT GOES 
BOTH WAYS. JUST 
AS THE WORLD IS 
REFLECTED IN OUR 
EYES... 


WORLD 


OURSELVES 
UPON THE 
AROUND US 
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GOD DAMN 


———\ MONSTERS 


ee 


? 


PEARS 
; a Ly \ ~y | 
f g fs x Wie Te ee qi , 
| 


Y 


WAN 
ANS \ 
AN 
RQ 


ANY 


AN 


(LALOR 
—_ 


ss 


IT'S LIK 
IT'S MADE 
OF WATER! 


AND I'M 
S'POSED 
ME?! 
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CYBORG?! 
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DID THAT 
YAKUZA 


BOSS 
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WHAT ON 
EARTH 
IS THE 
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YOU'RE 
SOAKED IN 
SWEAT. 


I'M JUST... 
A LITTLE 
WORKED UP. 
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ALL THAT'S 
CHANGED 
IS YOUR 

ABILITY TO 

SEE THEM 
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THEY CAN’ 
CAUSE YOU 
ANY HARM 
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LET’ 
OF YOURS A 
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THERAPY 
CLINIC RUN 
BY A SENPAI 
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RII ICO ICANT TOT! 


SORRY, 
SENPAI. 


REALIZE HOW 
i, MANY RULES I'M 
oe RIGHT? WE'RE NOT 
SUPPOSED TO LET 
OUTSIDERS SEE 
OUR PATIENTS, 
ONE-WAY MIRROR 


COMIN’ IN 
HERE ASKING TO 
GAWK AT OUR 
PATIENTS OUT 
OF NOWHERE... 


WHAT KINDA 

HAREBRAINED 
SCHEME IS IT 
THIS TIME? 
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WHY'S HE 
DOING THAT 
THING WITH 
HIS HAND? 


TO A GENUINE 
SUPERHUMAN. 


THIS MAN 
RIGHT HERE 
COULD BE 
AS CLOSE 
AS WE'LL 
EVER GET... 


BY THE 
WAY...WHAT'S 


THIS Guy's 
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HOW'S IT 
GOING? 


IN A 


4, 
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ea 


THE HELL 
ARE...7 


SENPAI, 
WOULD You 
SHOW US 
THE NEXT 
PERSON, 
PLEASE? 


WHAT, 
CAN HE SEE 
PEOPLE'S 
HEARTS OR 
SOMETHING? 


I’M THE ONE 
WHO PASSED 
THE NATIONAL 
EXAM. THESE 
ARE MY 
PATIENTS, 
UNDER MY 
SUPERVISION. 


THIS GUY 
THINKS HE CAN 
COME IN HERE 

WITH SOME 

WO0-W0O 

MUMBO- JUMBO 
AND JUST... 


I'M THE 
ONE WHO'S 
BEEN 
STUDYING 
PSYCHOTHER- 
APY FOR 
YEARS. 


il i. 


I ill 


Nh 
htt a HH i i il 
wt i 
i ‘il Hh 
ill! Wall iy, 


iiss vi uN) | 


I DON'T SEE 
ANYTHING 
IN THIS GUY, 
EITHER. 
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HE LOOKS 
EXACTLY 
THE SAME. 


You eas 

SERIOUSLY OF 

THINK YOU COURSE 
CAN JUST SEE HE DOES! 
THE INSIDE OF 

SOMEONE'S 

HEAD AT A 

GLANCE? 
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TAKING A 
LOOK AT 
YOu. 


SHOULD BE 
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NAKOSHI- 
SAN 


I THOUGHT A 
PSYCH WARD 
WOULD BE 
THE PERFECT 
PLACE TO FIND 
PEOPLE WHO 
RESONATE 
WITH YOU 


HERE IT 
IS. OUR 


CONTINUE 


WITH THE @ 
ONE-WAY 


pe SISINY (ee cee 


IS THEIR 
WATERING 


A PLACE 
WHERE MODERN 
HOMUNCULI, 
NEW-GEN 
MONSTERS, 
GATHER IN 
DROVES. 
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MIM. 


THANKS TO 
THE ONE-WAY 
MIRROR, THEY 
CAN'T SEE US 
AT ALL. 


HERE, YOU 
CAN SEE THE 
GIRLS UP CLOSE 
AND PERSONAL. 
YOU CAN OGLE 
THEM, MAYBE 
EVEN BUY SOME 
UNDERWEAR 
FRESH OFF 
THE BUNS. 


HAVE 
YOU EVER 
HEARD OF 

BURUSERA 
SHOPS? 


THEY SELL HIGH 
SCHOOL GIRLS’ 
UNIFORMS, 
UNDERWEAR, 
BLOOMERG... 
THAT KIND OF 
THING. 


THIS IS 
SORT OF AN 
OFFSHOOT 
OF THAT. 
IT'S CALLED 
"NAMASERA,” 
OR "“REAL- 
TIME SERA.” 


THEY DON'T 
OFFER ANY 
SEXUAL 
SERVICES OR 
ANYTHING 
THAT WOULD 
QUALIFY AS 
PROSTITUTION, 
BUT IT'S STILL 
PRETTY 
DICEY. 
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LEGAL” 
BUSINESSES. 
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AND WHY 

THE HELL DID 
HAVEN'T ” YOU DRAG 
YOu / , ME HERE? 


GUESSED? 


Te 
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I WANT 
YOU TO LOOK 
THROUGH THIS 
HOMUNCULUS. 
THAT'S ALL 
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WHY EVEN 
BOTHER? 
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I KNOW THE 
GENERATION 
GAP MEANS 
THEY GREW 
UP IN A WHOLE 
DIFFERENT 


RE 


"RE 
HUMAN 


- THEY’ 
HUMAN 
You 


BUT EVEN 
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'T YOU 


S0 WHO! 


S 
TO SAY YOU 


THAT \N 
COMMON 
'T BE 


DON 
LINKED IN 


YOU HAVE 
WON 


OTHER 
WAYS? 


I'M SURE 
THEY LAUGH 
AND CRY, 
JUST LIKE 


YOU SURE 
THESE ARE 
HUMANS? 


PRODUCTS, 
HUH? 


BUT THEY'RE 
AS FLESH AND 
BLOOD AS THE 

REST OF US. 


SURE, YOU 
CAN'T SEE 
IT THROUGH 
THE UNIFORM 
AND THE 
CUTE, BAGGY 
SOCKS... 
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AREN 
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SURE ARE 


INTO 1775 


BUT AT 
HEAR 


gaan ne 


THEY MAY BE 
OFFERED AS 
MERCHANDISE, 


RE NO 
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DENY SHE’ 
ATTRACTIVE 


THEY’ 
DIFFERENT 
FROM YOU, 

NAKOSHI-SAN 
AT HER! 


JUST LOOK 
YOU CAN'T 
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as 


DIDN 
KNOW YOU 
HAD A 
THING FOR 
MONSTERS 
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YUP. THE 
ONLY ONE IN 


THE WHOLE 


LOT. 
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JUST 
WHAT KIND 
OF DISTOR- 


ARE 
YOU HIDING 
FROM THE 
WORLD? 
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AHEAD AN 


JUST TELL 
THEM THE 
COVE OF THE 
“PRODUCT” 
YOU WANT... 


LL 


AND THEY’ 
SHOW You 
TO A PRIVATE 


ROOM 


THE ONLY 
THING 
BETWEEN 
YOU WILL BE 
A ONE-WAY 
MIRROR 


IT ENSURES 
YOU CAN NEI- 
THER SPEAK 
TO THE GIRLS 
NOR TOUCH 
THEM 
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AND THREE 
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TT ALL 
MEANS YOU'LL 
HAVE 1775'S 
YOLU-KNOW- 
WHAT ALL TO 
YOURSEL 
TAKE A GOOD, 
LONG LOOK. 
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YOU AND I 
HAVE LOADS 


Caoceemeeread 


I'M A HIGH 
SCHOOL 
SECOND-YEAR. 
MY BLOOD 
TYPE IS O, 
AND TI LIKE 
READING, 
KARAOKE, AND 
WATCHING 
MOVIES. 
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HI THERE. 
I'M NUMBER 
1775. I'M 
SEVENTEEN 
YEARS OLD. 
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REAL PIECE 


THIS 
CHICK’'S A 
OF WORK. 


LET'S TRY 
COMPARING 
HER TO 
THE YAKUZA 
BOSS. 


| 


lm. 


e 
e 


= : 
te 
O68 
wer 
pus 
Qwsds 
Sts 
xs 


THEN THIS 
GIRL... 


IS LIKE THAT 
ADVANCED, 
SHAPESHIFTING 
PROTOTYPE IN 
TERMINATOR 2. 
T-1000. 


SHE 
REALLY /S A 
SYMBOL OF 
THE MODERN 

WORLD. 


WreT YO wee 
THINK? SHE'D 
MAKE A PERFECT 


Wl 


{jee as 


CON- 
MEAN- 
ING...? 


WAY WITH 
MONSTER: 


| WHAT THE 
HELL |S 
WRONG 
ALL THIS A wItH 
SHIT WE'VE -\ you? 
DONE WAS 
JUST SO 
YOU COULD 
HAVE SEX 
WITH A AIGH 
SCHOOLER? | 
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NOT WITH 
A HIGH 
SCHOOLER. 
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YOU CAN 
GET UP HER 


COMF IDENT 
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AiGtiees: 


DO YOU 
KNOW 
SOMETHING 
I DON'T? 


IS A SAND 
CHAMELEON. 


A CHAMELEON, 
CHANGING 
HER SHAPE AT 
WILL DEPENDING 
ON WHAT'S 
APPROPRIATE 
FOR EACH 
SITUATION. 


THINK OF IT 
THIS WAY. 
SEE THIS 
SUGAR? 


IT'S IN THE 
SHAPE OF A 
CUBE NOW, 


SOCIETY WANTS 
IT TOBE A 
CUBE, SO IT'S 
BEING GOOD. 
IT'S POLITELY 
CONFORMING 
TO THE RULES. 


ge 
‘a 


Ap 
‘ 


SN 


maa 
NOS 
OBAEN 
How 
Saw 


AS EASILY 


MORPH INTO 
A CYLINDER 


SHE CAN 
TAKE ON 
WHATEVER 
SHAPE SHE 
NEEDS TO. 


IN THIS 
MODERN WORLD 
OF HOW-TOS AND 
RULE BOOKS, 
WHERE THERE ARE 
A MILLION MOLDS 
YOU'RE SUPPOSED 
TO FILL... 


{ A MASTER 
|| CONFORMER, 


EXACTLY. 


IN 
OTHER 
WORDS... 
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SHE HAS 
NO SHAPE 
OF HER 
OWN. 
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HAVE ANY 
REAL PER- 
SONALITY, 
THEN. 


SHE 
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FOUND 
HERSELF 
YET. 


NOT 
QUITE. 
JUST HASN 


WITH...7 
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BUT THE 
SUGAR 
SURE 
ISN'T... 
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SEE? WHEN 


SHE'S IN HER 
CONTAINER, 


"BAD 
WITH NO 
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MANNERS. 


RUDE 


BUT ONCE 
SHE SPILLS ALL 
GIRL” 


OVER THE TABLE, 
ee SHE'S 


BAR Y. 
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1775'S 
PARENTS ARE 
ALMOST CER- 
TAINLY OF THE 
"RULE BOOK” 
GENERATION. 


ADULTS 
WHO ONLY 
CARE ABOUT 
SYMBOLS. 
AND SO... 


ALL BEEN 
STRICTLY BY 
THE BOOK. 
AS IF THEY 
WERE GOING 
OFF SOME 
SOULLESS 


UPBRING- 
ING, HER 
FUTURE... 


SHE WANTS 
TO REBEL, BUT 
ALL SHE CAN 
DO IS FOLLOW 
THE EXAMPLES 
OF THE TEENS 
WHO CAME 
BEFORE HER. 
BURUSERA, 
SHOPLIFTING... 


I BET 1775 
WOULDN'T 
EVEN KNOW 
WHERE TO 
START. SHE 
DOESN'T 
HAVE THE 
CREATIVITY. 


AND SO, 
UNABLE 
TO REBEL-- 
UNABLE TO 
SCREAM, 
WAIL, OR 
RIOT-- 


AND THAT'S 
THE ONLY 
WAY OF LIFE 


IT'S ALL 
CLICHE. 
TEXTBOOK. 


IF, IN 
ALL OF 
HISTORY, 
NO KID 

HAD EVER 
REBELLED 
BEFORE... 


LIKE 


DESERT SAND 
CAUGHT IN THE 


WITH 


Zz 
wee 
O07 
ws WN 
3H 
Haw 
=A 
Wo 
TTY 
= 


BREEZE 
NO DIRECTION OF 
HER OWN 


EVER FEEL 
THAT WAY 
YOURSELF 


LIKE YOU'RE 


WITH NO CARRYING 
IDEA WHAT AROUND A 
THE REAL HEART AS 
YOU LOOKS DRY ASA 

LIKE? DESERT... 


WE SHOULD 
JUST FOCUS 
ON STUDYING 
HOMUNCULI 
FOR NOW. 


NO NEED 
TO TROUBLE 
OURSELVES 

WITH THE WHOLE 
PROJECTION 

CONCEPT. 
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aup hug 


HY 
COMPLICATE 
THINGS, 


i During. 
BESIDES, WE the - 
MIGHT BE ABLE i Kiss 
TO FIGURE OUT pose: 
SOMETHING NEW 
JUST BY LOOKING 
BACK OVER THE 
HOMUNCULI WE'VE 
ALREADY SEEN. 


I MEAN, LOOK 
AT THIS. IT'S 
PRACTICALLY A 


RAISING STOCK IMAGE! 


YOUR HEELS 
TO KISS A 
TALLER GUY 
IS A CLASSIC 
MOVIE TROPE. 


ROLLING 
CLICHE 
FROM CHEAP 


ON WHAT 
PLANE OF 
HELL IS 
SOMETHING 
LIKE 7H/S 
CLICHE? 


"I TURN 
YOU ON, 
DON'T I?" 


I KNOW 
IT'S QUITE 
TWISTED TO 
LOOK AT... 


BUT THE 
CROTCH-FACE 
JUST MEANS 
THAT 7A/S |S 

WHERE HER 
ATTENTION Is. 
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THEN SHE 
COPIES THAT 
LITTLE TONGUE 
THING YOU SEE 
STUPID IDOLS 
DOING ALL THE 
TIME. 
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$0 GIVING 
BIRTH TO 
YOURSELF AS 


A SAND MON- 
STER IS "BY 
THE BOOK" 


I'VE NEVER 
SEEN SUCH 
SCREWED UP 
SHIT IN MY 
ENTIRE THIRTY- 
FOUR YEARS. 


THIS IS THE 
ONE PART 
OF YOUR 
SKETCHES 
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BUT YOU 
HAVE A 
POINT. THIS 


PART...IS 
NOT BY 
THE BOOK 


Y. 
S 


U 


IT 
FEELS LIKE 
A FANTAS 
LIKE SHE 
DREAMING 
OF A NEW 

WORLD. 
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1775 |S 
DEFINITELY 
A VIRGIN. 
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FOR SURE 


ONE THIN 
I CAN 


ALMOST 


AS IF_THAT 
fats 
-DIBCONS "MANUAL" IS 
NECTED MISSING. 


FROM SEX. 
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GENITALIA 
IS THE ONLY 
PART THAT 
ISN'T REAL- 

ISTICALLY 
RENDERED. 


WHAT 
COULD IT 
POSSIBLY THIS 
MEAN? BIRTH... 
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if 


ie 


LIKE SHE'S 
TRAPPED 
IN AN 
ENDLESS 
LOOP... 


MAYBE... 
DESPITE 
MULTIPLE 
REBIRTHS 


SHE'S 
NEVER 
REALLY 
LEFT THE 
WOMB. ..7 
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IT'S COMING WITH ay Ce” = 
SIMPLE. ME. STAY OUT OF ~ = 
SIGHT, THOUGH. \ 2 ee 
I NEED YOU TO n fea 
KEEP AN EYE ON N = 
HER HOMUNCLLUS \ = 
WITHOUT HER 9) = 
REALIZING i 


YOU'RE THERE. 
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I'LL DRIVE 1775 
INTO A CORNER 


WHERE SHE WHAT 
CAN'T ESCAPE, ARE YOu 

NO MATTER PLANNING 
WHAT SHAPE TO DO? 
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SHE TAKES... 


=e 


AND MAKE 
THAT HARD 
SAND, PACKED 
TOGETHER BY 
RULES AND 
SOCIAL NORMS, 
CRUMBLE TO 
THE FLOOR. 


SHE JUST 
NEEDS A 
LINTTLE 
PUSH... 


ONCE I'VE 
DESTROYED 
THE CONTAINER 
HOLDING HER 
BACK, SHE'S 
ALL MINE. 


IN ORDER 
TO BECOME 
THE PERSON 
SHE'S MEANT 
TO BE. 


THIS GIRL 
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CHANGE? KNOW. 


SHE'S A 
REBELLIOUS 


LIFTING IS 
WHAT THEY 


A 
PERFECTLY 
RATIONAL, 
BY-THE-BOOK 
BEHAVIOR. 


THEY SAY 
YOU SHOULD 
PUT GIRLS 
YOU'RE AFTER 
ON “EMOTIONAL 
ROLLER 
COASTERS,” 
RIGHT? 


WHEN YOUR PULSE 
IS RACING, IT'S 
A LOT EASIER TO 
FALL IN LOVE. 
SHOPLIFTING 
ELICITS A PERFECT 
COCKTAIL OF 
EXCITEMENT AND 
ANXIETY... 


EXCITEMENT 
AND ANXIETY, 
HUH? 


PLANNING 


SO I'M 
GOING TO 
USE THOSE 
FEELINGS 
TO MY 
ADVANTAGE. 
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SHE'S ON 
GUARD. 


MONSTER... 
ITS SAND 
HEAD JUST 
MOVED TO 
ITS BACK! 


SO SHE'S 
SHIFTED HER 
ATTENTION 
TO WHAT'S 
BEHIND 
HER. 


THE HEAD'S 
MOVING ITS 
EYES ALL 
OVER THE 


$0, WHAT 
DOES HER 
HOMUNCULUS 
LOOK LIKE NOW 
THAT SHE'S 
GOTTEN A 
GOOD DOSE OF 
ADRENALINE? 


NERVOUS 
OR EXCITED 


AT ALL 
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NOT DONE 


SHE'S 
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MOVING, 
LOST HER 
COMPOSURE 
FORA 
SECOND. 
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‘ CRE 


NO 
DIFFERENT 
FROM 
BRUSHING 
HER 


il 


OUR ONLY 
UP THE 
PATTERN. 


OPTION IS 
TO BREAK 


RE GOING 
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TO GIVE HER 
A BRAND NEW 
SHOPLIFTING 
EXPERIENCE. 
THAT SHOULD 
THROW HER OUT 
OF SHAPE 


WE 


KEEP AN 
EYE ON HER 
HOMUNCLULUS 

FOR ME. 
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HER TO JUST 
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SCRATCHING YOUR 
HEAD LIKE THIS. 


REMEMBER, 

NOT JUST 

A SHIFT. A 
BREAK. 
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EXACTLY 
IS HE UP 
TO? 
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POCKETS. 
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THAT 
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Now! 
HURRY 
UP! 


YOU, MAN, 
\ I DIDN'T DO 


FINE, yi a“ : coreg (7 Vi 
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THAT CUP 
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THIS IS 
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fy | ABSURD. 


THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 
PURCHASE, 


I'M BUYING 
THESE 
SUNGLASSES, 
THEN I'M OUT 
OF HERE. 
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YOU GAVE 
ME YOUR 
HAND. ALL 
I VID WAS 
TAKE IT. 


YOU'RE 


A 
BREAK IN 
PATTERN. 


WE HUMAN 
BEINGS TEND 
TO FORM 
PATTERNS WITH 
OUR BEHAVIOR, 
DON'T WE? 


WE GO 
pyilnell BLANK FOR 
MOMENT. 
WE'LL OFTEN eal 
REACH FOR 


CLOSEST. 


WHEN 
SOMETHING 
UNEXPECTED 

HAPPENS 


DURING 
OUR USUAL 
ROUTINE... 


EVEN IF 
IT'S A 
CREEPY 
HAND LIKE 


YOU? 


ERE... 
wae THAT 


LL THAT 
STUFF BACK 
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I WAS ALREADY 
PLANNING 
TO TALK TO 
YOU BEFORE 
YOU STARTED 
STEALING 
THINGS OUT OF 
NOWHERE 


SO I USED 
THAT TO MY 
ADVANTAGE. 

S ALL. 
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DID YOU KNOW 
YOUR RIGHT 
SIDE IS A MUCH 
BETTER LIAR 
THAN THE 
LEFT? 


THE SIDE OF 
YOURSELF THAT 
YOU SHOW THE 

WORLD...THE SIDE 
THAT'S PART OF 
SOCIETY, THAT 
PUTS UP FRONTS, 
THAT LIES... 


THE SIDE THAT'S 
GOOD AT DOING 
WHAT'S EXPECTED 
OF IT. WHAT'S 
AUTOMATIC. IT'S 
SORT OF LIKE A 
ROBOT. 


THE SIDE 
OF YOU 
THAT 
FACES 
INWARD. 


THAT PART 
BETRAYS 
YOUR 
FEELINGS 
EASIER. 


WE ALL WANT 
TO PROTECT 
THAT SIDE 
OF US. TO 
PROTECT OUR 
HEARTS. 
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THE PART OF 
US THAT NEVER 
BECAME FULLY 

z MECHANICAL. 


I'M NOT 
SURE I 
UNDER- 
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WHAT'S THE 
DIFFERENCE? 


CONSCIOUS 
SIDE 


HUMAN 
BEINGS HAVE 
A CONSCIOUS 
AND A SUB- 


OF THEM 
WITHOUT EVEN 
THINKING 


WE USE BOTH 
ABOUT IT. 


RIGHT 
SIDE OPEN 
TO THE 

WORLD 
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W, FOR 
INSTANCE. 


YOUR HAIR 
RIGHT 
NO 


YOU DO THE 
SAME WITH 
YOUR BAG. 
YOU KEEP 


ON THE LEFT 
SIDE. THE 
SIDE YOU 
WANT TO 
PROTECT. 


THAT'S A 
COINCIDENCE. 


EVEN WHEN I 


FIRST CALLED 
OUT TO YOU... 


po OOOO. 


SURE, YOU 
PRETENDED 
TO BE 
CALM... 


BUT THAT 
LITTLE QUIVER 
IN YOUR LEFT 
HAND GAVE IT 
ALL AWAY. 


AND HAVE 
YOU NOTICED 
THAT, AS 
YOU START 
TO SEE MY 
POINT... 


YOUR BODY 
HAS BEEN 
SLOWLY 
LEANING 
MORE AND 
MORE TO 
THE LEFT? 
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YOU'RE DOING 
IT AGAIN! You 
ALWAYS MOVE 
YOUR EYES 
TO THE RIGHT, 
ANSWERING WITH 
THE CONSCIOUS 
SIDE OF YOUR 
BODY. 


YOUR 

coceny | 

Have TO Be | YOUR EYES 

NEAT AND ws WA 

PRETTY... ae peti 
LEFT. 


AND You 
CAN TAKE 


SO DON'T 
GO SEARCHING 
THROUGH YOUR 
HARD DRIVE FOR 

THE "RIGHT" 
ANSWER LIKE 
SOME KIND OF 

MACHINE. 


JUST GIVE 
ME THE 
ANSWER 

THAT FEELS 

RIGHT. 


To be continued in Homunculus Volume 3. 


@ Trepanation is an extremely dangerous procedure. Please do not try at home. 
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Nakoshi Susumu, age thirty-four, lives out of his car. Between spending 
his days with the homeless and his nights in his vehicle, he has little 
to his name. When a medical student begins to 

stalk him, offering to pay Nakoshi a significant #—.— 


——— om, 
sum of cash to undergo a strange surgical FZ — 


procedure, Nakoshi initially refuses. But after 
his beloved car is towed, he finally agrees 
to take the offer and subjects himself 
to the operating table. What, j 
if anything, will Nakoshi see 


differently once he awakens? 
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